Auto-Sleeper Fairford

Auto-Sleeper
Fairford

An extra-long van conversion with two lounge areas
makes for a flexible vehicle that can sleep four

S

ALES of the Fairford have doubled this
season compared with last year, when it
debuted. That, perhaps, reflects the
popularity of a campervan that not only has the
ever-popular rear lounge but also four belted
travel seats and two double beds.
It’s fair to say that the make-up of the front
bed in the original 2015 Fairford was a hindrance
to sales, but this was soon improved, not only
with a simpler dinette-to-bed conversion but
also fewer cushions and, therefore, less joins in
the mattress.
This was then followed up, following our
detailed road test of August 2016, with the

option of flat seat cushions in the rear
lounge to create a better bed in what is
likely to be the primary sleeping
quarters. This option (deleting the
previous knee-rolls) now accounts
for two-thirds of Fairford orders.
Of course, the Fairford doesn’t
just come with two areas in which to
sleep, as, in the day, beds become a pullman
dinette up front, with a wall-mounted table,
and a rear transverse lounge with two small,
island leg tables.
Each lounge area has a wind-up sunroof
above and large doors adjacent so, on a good

day, you can enjoy the comfort of your ’van and
the fresh air.
Unusually, the front seating area in this layout
is a full dinette, with forward and rearwardfacing benches, where the rival Swift/Autocruise
has a more expected half-dinette. The cab area is
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As the largest
manufacturer of
van conversions in
the UK (as well as
building a range
of coachbuilts),
Auto-Sleepers
has retail outlets
throughout England,
Wales and Scotland
Dealer
including both
32
ti o n w i d
independent dealers
and the 11 branches
of sister company,
Marquis Leisure. The
extensive Auto-Sleeper
dealer network is shown in full at
auto-sleepers.com/find-dealer/

WHO IS AUTO-SLEEPERS?
The small village
of Willersey in the
Cotswolds seems
an unlikely home
for a motorhome
manufacturer, but
Auto-Sleepers has been here for over
50 years. All Auto-Sleepers’ models
have obtained EC Whole Vehicle Type
Approval – and, indeed, the company
now has a small network of dealers
in Germany. Today, it offers UK buyers
a range of seven Peugeot Boxer van
conversions, a further nine Peugeot
coachbuilts, plus six coachbuilts on
the Mercedes Sprinter chassis.

FACT FILE
BASE VEHICLE Peugeot Boxer
PRICE FROM £53,200
BERTHS 4
TRAVEL SEATS 4
LENGTH 6.36m
WIDTH 2.26m
HEIGHT 2.64m
GROSS WEIGHT 3,500kg
PAYLOAD 424kg

not completely separated, though, as the
passenger seat swivels.
The kitchen has some surprises, too. Firstly,
there’s a lot more worktop than you’d expect.
There’s a lot of kit, too, with a three-burner hob,
oven/grill, microwave, plate racks and even
crystal glasses. There’s good through vision
between the two seating areas, too, as there’s no
high-level furniture to interrupt the view. The
fridge is a compact (81-litre) under-counter
model and the wardrobe is concealed under the
forward end of the galley.
The washroom, sited opposite the kitchen,
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comes with a swivel-bowl cassette loo and a
sliding washbasin, which shares the shower
head for water supply. You don’t have to fight
with a clingy curtain to shower in here, and
the basin moves to free up more space, but the
bathroom lacks storage.
Locker space elsewhere includes top
cupboards throughout and under-seat space in
both lounges. As ever with this type of layout,
the gangway between the washroom and galley
is quite narrow, restricting access to some
kitchen storage.
Typically Auto-Sleeper, the Fairford is based

on a window van version of the Peugeot Boxer
– here in extra-long, 6.36m form. The side
glazing is all flush-fitting athermic glass with a
dark tint and only small opening sections.
Four exterior colours are available – three
metallic and Bianca White, while alloy wheels
are one of the numerous features in the de rigeur
Premium Pack, priced at £2,500. This Premium
Pack also adds everything from cab airconditioning and cruise control to a Thule
awning, colour reversing camera, sat-nav and
solar panel. No Auto-Sleeper would be complete
without it.

